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“

“Life’s most persistent and urgent 
question is, ‘What are you doing 
for others?’”

Martin Luther King Jr.
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OPENING 
Judith Wasserheit, William H. Foege Endowed Chair

AWARDS
Judd Walson, Vice Chair

GLOBAL HEALTH PATHWAY FOR MEDICAL 
STUDENTS
Jason Beste, Director / Daren Wade, Program Manager

CERTIFICATE AND UNDERGRADUATE 
PROGRAMS
Susan Graham, Associate Chair of Academic Programs

GRADUATE CERTIFICATES
Global Health / Susan Graham, Faculty Lead / Noura Youssoufa, 
Coordinator

Global Health of Women, Adolescents & Children (Global WACh) / 
Anjuli Wagner, Faculty Lead / Stephanie Edlund-Cho, Coordinator

Global Injury & Violence Prevention / Charles Mock, Faculty Lead / 
Noura Youssoufa, Coordinator

HIV & STIs / Nina Kim, Faculty Lead / Noura Youssoufa, Coordinator

GLOBAL HEALTH MINOR
Todd Faubion, Director / Noura Youssoufa, Advisor

CELEBRATION PROGRAM
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PRESENTATION OF DEGREE GRADUATES
Susan Graham, Associate Chair of Academic Programs

MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH
Stephen Gloyd, Director / Deepa Rao, Associate Director / Jason 
Beste, Director, MD-MPH Track / Julie Brunett, Program Manager / 
Andreas Keodara, Advisor / Noura Youssoufa, Advisor

Student Remarks / Paige Stringer

PRESENTATION OF GRADUATES

Bernardo Hernández Prado, Director, Health Metrics and  
Evaluation Track / Sarah Dillard, Advisor

Student Remarks / Kathryn Lau

PRESENTATION OF GRADUATES

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY PATHOBIOLOGY
Lee Ann Campbell, Director / Ernie Lefler, Program Manager

Student Remarks / Taylor Stepien

PRESENTATION OF GRADUATES

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY GLOBAL HEALTH 		
METRICS AND IMPLEMENTATION SCIENCE 
Emmanuela Gakidou, Co-Director / Kenneth Sherr, Co-Director / 
Kirsten Greene, Program Manager

Student Remarks / Sarah Masyuko

PRESENTATION OF GRADUATES

CLOSING 
Judith Wasserheit, William H. Foege Endowed Chair
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GLOBAL HEALTH OUTSTANDING STUDENTS 
OUTSTANDING MASTER’S STUDENT
Paige Stringer, MPH

OUTSTANDING PHD STUDENT
Blair Armistead, PhD (Pathobiology)

MEDICAL STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AWARD - CO-AWARDEES
August Longino, MD, MPH

Megan Mayer, MD, MPH

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON  
HUSKY 100
Polly Woodbury, MPH

AWARDS



6

GLOBAL HEALTH PATHWAY 
FOR MEDICAL STUDENTS

Brandon Comish

Sarah Hendricks

Sofia Infante

Tiffany Jenkins

Timothy Kelly

Brady Lawrence

August Longino

Megan Mayer

Annie Ngo

Kate Simeon

Sylvia Stellmacher

Chloe Stiggelbout

Courtney Swantek

Alizabeth Weber
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GLOBAL HEALTH 
Nicole Bayard, DNP, Nursing

Rebecca Bachman, MLA, Landscape Architecture

Sophia Adams, DNP, Nursing

Richard W. Lee, PharmD, Pharmacy

HIV & STIs 
Jean-Jacques Kayembe Kashondo, MPH, Global Health

Wenjia Liu, PhD, Nursing Science

GLOBAL HEALTH OF WOMEN, 
ADOLESCENTS & CHILDREN (Global WACh) 
Hannah Atlas, MPH, Global Health

Baishakhi Basu, MPH, Global Health

Edgar Calderon, MPH, Global Health

Jean-Jacques Kayembe, MPH, Global Health

Richard Lee, PhD, Pharmacy

Huangqianyu Li, MPH, Health Services

Marissa Masihdas, DNP, Pediatric Nurse Practitioner

Nina Nganga, MPH, Global Health

Mosope Oyewole, MPH, Global Health

Kristen Trivelli, DNP, Family Nurse Practitioner

Lisa Wiggins, MPH, Global Health

Briana Williams, MPH, Global Health

Junyi Zhang, MPH, Health Services

GRADUATE CERTIFICATES
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GLOBAL HEALTH MINOR

Bernice Joy Alora, Environmental Studies

Jillian Anderson, Communication

Avery Andrews, Communication

Margarita Ankoudinova, Environmental Health

Taeer Avnon, Biochemistry

Subarna Bagchi, Psychology

Samantha Bushman, Communication

Daire Byrne, Microbiology

Grace Chung, Sociology

Meredith Coffroth, Anthropology

Honor Crawford, Public Health-Global Health 

Grace Davis, Geography

Sophia Davis, Sociology

Risako Dey, Communication

Rebecca Fogel, Community, Environment & Planning

Laura Gunsolus, Art History

Ellen Hay, Biology

Kiana Keithley, Biology

Narissa Kunkudatharn, Psychology

Megan Lee, Biochemistry 

Shirley Liu, Psychology

Mengyu Ma, Food Systems, Nutrition & Health
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Christa Mattocks, Microbiology

Emily Mayer, Biology

Colton Merdich, Biology

Roopkirat Minhas, Psychology

Stassney Obregon, Anthropology

Natalie Peterson, Environmental Health

Frances Pimentel, International Studies

Poojashree Rajanbabu, Public Health-Global Health 

Olivia Reiten, Anthropology 

Sophia Romanelli, Environmental Studies

Mia Schuman, Gender, Women & Sexuality

Jaclyn Shallat, Microbiology

Jenna Shanker, Visual Communication Design

Alex Sova, Biology 

Piper Wright, Biology

Alexa Yadama, Environmental Health

Amanda Zondiros, Psychology
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MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH

GENERAL TRACK 
Hannah Atlas

Prevalence and Correlates of Stunting at Hospital Discharge Among 
Children 1-59 Months in Western Kenya

Chair: Patricia Pavlinac / Committee: Judd Walson, Donna Denno

Thank you to my committee for your mentorship and to the Gut Health & Child 
Survival Group for your continuous support and encouragement. I would also 
like to express my gratitude and appreciation for the DGH program staff and 
MPH cohort- it has been a privilege to learn and grow with you.

Haily Augustine

Effects of Advertisement Among AI/AN Youth: Data from the National 
Youth Tobacco Survey

Chair: Sarah Benki-Nugent

I would like to thank Andreas Keodara and Rose James for being very 
supportive mentors. Thank you especially for just being there to talk to and 
for the consistent check-ins. I am also very thankful for my family and friends 
who have supported me from the beginning, especially Marvyn, Cassy, and 
my mom. I am grateful for every person I have met these past couple of years. 
I look forward to sharing the knowledge, stories and resources with my own 
community in Navajo Nation.

Kimberly Baker

A Multi-state Evaluation of Health System Opportunities and Challenges 
Facing Community-wide Mass Drug Administration for the Elimination of 
Parasitic Worms in India

Chair: Jamie Cowan / Committee: Arianna Rubin Means

Thank you to those around the world who dedicate themselves to 
strengthening communities and building for a healthy and equitable world 

- you inspire me and I’m ready to join you. I would not be where I am today 

without the support of my fiance, family, friends, cohort, faculty and mentors.
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Baishakhi Basu, PhC, MA, Msc

Exploration of Attributes and Sources of Population Health Awareness 
Among US College Seniors

Chair: Stephen Bezruchka / Committee: James Pfeiffer

My sincere gratitude to Dr. Bezruchka for being an incredible thesis advisor, 
who inspired and supervised me to take on and accomplish a project relevant 
for today’s world. Also, a special thanks to my parents, my PhD advisor Darryl 
Holman, Luke and Maurus who stood by me in this endeavor.

Edgar J. Calderon

Understanding Perception of Intrafamily Violence from Members of Multi-
ethnic Communities in the Colombian Amazon

Chair: James Pfeiffer / Committee: Pablo Montoya

I would like to thank DGH and donors of the Thomas Francis Jr. 
Fellowship as well as the Colombian NGO Sinergias for their support 
with this thesis. I also thank the people from Vaupes, Colombia who 
opened their homes to me in order to conduct this study. Lastly, I thank 
my friends and family for their support and unconditional love.

Huong T. Chu, MD

The Impact of an Interactive Education Forum Intervention on Increasing 
East African Mothers’ HPV Vaccine-Related Knowledge, Attitudes, and 
Intention to Vaccinate Their Adolescent Children

Chair: Rachel Winer / Committee: Barbra Richardson, Linda Ko

I would like to especially thank Prof Rachel Winer for being an amazing 
mentor/thesis advisor throughout my thesis development and time at UW. I 
also want to say “thank you” to our awesome and supportive department 
advisors, my best friend Jason, and my “family” here in Seattle! I would have 
not done without your help. Thank you to everyone.
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Mame Mareme Diakhate

Correlates of Breastfeeding and Infant Growth in Kenya

Chair: Christine McGrath / Committee: Jennifer Unger

I would like to thank all of my family members, friends, instructors, and 
mentors who have motivated, pushed and believed in me. I appreciate and 
value all of the advice, time and support you’ve provided to me. 

Nafiso Egal

An Investigation into the Barriers and Motivators to the Accessibility of 
Resources for Somali Women in the Greater Seattle Area

Chair: James Pfeiffer / Committee: Rachel Chapman, Muna Osman

Thank you to the MAMA AMMAAN team, it has been such an honor working 
with everyone. A special thanks to my thesis committee for their guidance and 
patience over the last two years! Finally, thank you to my family and friends 
for all the unconditional love and support. Love you all!

Maritza Farrant, MBChB

Predictors of Subclinical Atherosclerosis in a Cross-sectional Study of HIV 
Positive and Negative Kenyan Adults

Chair: Carey Farquhar / Committee: Stephanie Page

Thank you to my committee, to other members of the CVD and HIV R21 
Kenyan study team, the MPH GH 2018 cohort and to my family and friends 
all over the world. Not bad for a girl from Middle Earth!

Angela R. Fernandez, PhD, MSW

Diabetes, Mental Health, and Utilization of Mental Health Professionals 
Among Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander Adults

Chair: Michael Spencer / Committee: Ann Downer

Maec-waewaenen to my thesis chair Mike Spencer and committee Ann Downer, 
to my MPH advisor Virginia Gonzales, to DGH faculty and staff Deepa, Ahoua, 
Steve, Julie, Noura, and Andreas, and my DGH cohort and the DGH WOC group. 
Maec-waewaenen to my partner Ebasa, family and friends for all their love.   
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Andrew Collins Freudman

Developing an Economic Model for LEAN: a Text-messaging Intervention 
for Schizophrenia in Rural China

Chair: Stephen Gloyd / Committee: Joseph Babigumira, Roman Xu

My sincere gratitude to Dr. Gloyd,  Dr. Babigumira, and Dr. Xu for being an 
incredible thesis committee, supporting me and inspiring me as I’ve worked 
to take on and accomplish a difficult project relevant to today’s world. In 
addition, I’d like to thank Julie Brunett and Deepa Rao, for their care in helping 
me navigate the program. Lastly, I’d like to give a huge thanks to Joan, Jon, 
Lauren, and Glory for standing by me unconditionally throughout this process.

Jeanne Louise Goodman

Barriers and Facilitators Associated with Kenyan Caregiver’s Engagement 
in a Child Nutritional Mobile Health Intervention

Chair: Christine McGrath / Committee: Arianna Means

A special thanks to Christine McGrath for her encouragement and support 
during my thesis.  Also a big thanks to Alyson Shumays for her strong 
mentorship. Thank you to my family for being my biggest cheerleaders and my 
MPH family who were with me every step of the way. 

Wilson Hammett

Transdiagnostic Psychological Intervention (CETA) Improves Three-month 
HIV Treatment Retention by Over 14% in Mozambique 

Chair: Brad Wagenaar / Committee: Pamela Collins

I would like to thank Brad Wagenaar, Ali Rowhani-Rahbar, and Tessa 
Concepcion for the above-and-beyond support, the numerous other faculty 
and staff that have been so encouraging along the way, and the truly 
incredible friends I’ve made during these two years.
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Tess Harpur

Factors Associated with Place of Birth Among Ethiopian Orthodox 
Christian Women in North Gondar, Ethiopia

Chair: Brandon Guthrie / Committee: Daniel Enquobahrie

Thank you to my family for encouraging me, my professors for pushing me, 
and my friends for keeping me sane through it all. 

Elise Healy

WhatsApp Peer Groups to Support Youth Living with HIV: Motivations and 
Functions 

Chair: Keshet Ronen / Committee:  Gabrielle O’Malley

I would like to thank Keshet Ronen for being my thesis chair, my RA supervisor, 
and an incredible mentor. A special thank you to my family, my friends and my 
partner for all the love and support during this journey.

Jason Hipps, MSHS

Modelling Dengue Transmission Risk in Central and South America using 
Climate Data

Chair: Kristie Ebi / Committee: Cory Morin

I would like to especially thank Kristie Ebi for being a supportive thesis and 
faculty advisor. Thank you for always supporting me in my Practicum and 
Thesis. Special thanks to my wife, kids, friends, my Mom, and my “family” all 
around the world who have always supported and encouraged me. Thank you 
to everyone.

Chenglin Hong, MSW

Sexually Transmitted Infection Testing and Associated Factors among 
Men Who Have Sex With Men in China

Chair: Tracy Harachi / Committee: David Katz

I want to express my gratitude and appreciation to Dr. Tracy Harachi for all 
her support and care in the past three years. Also a special thanks to Dr. 
David Katz for his tremendous help on my thesis project. Lastly, thanks to my 
parents and families in China. 
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Jean-Jacques Kayembe Kashondo, MBChB

Infant Feeding Practices in Lubumbashi, Democratic Republic of Congo

Chair: Karen Cowgill / Committee: Bernardo Hernandez Prado, Abel 
Ntambue Mukengeshayi

Thank you, Karen Cowgill, for giving me the opportunity to work on this Thesis. 
You have been patient with me, guiding and encouraging me. Thank you also 
to Bernardo for the support and to Abel, who from Lubumbashi supported me 
as well. Special mention to my best friend, my wife, and my children here in 
Seattle, who were a source of motivation for me. Thank you all.

Dianne Kendall, PhD

The Development of a Graduate Program in Rehabilitation Sciences in 
Ghana: A Case Report About a Global Health Academic Partnership

Chair: Stephen Gloyd / Committee: Carolyn Baylor, 
Bernadette Williams-York, Sonia Aboagye

Thank you to the faculty, staff and my student colleagues for an enriching 
and expanding experience!  Thank you to my daughter, family and friends for 
support and laughter along the way.  

Robert Lapsley, MA

Experiences, Perceptions, and Suggestions for Future Use of HIV Self-
Testing Through Community Distribution Channels Among Adolescents 
and Young Adults in Nairobi, Kenya: A Qualitative Analysis

Chair: Kate Wilson / Committee: Kristin Beima-Sofie, Carey Farquhar

I would like to thank my thesis committee for the hours spent with my 
manuscript. I want to also especially thank Steve Gloyd for lighting the fire and 
helping to keep it alive alive these past years. Elisabeth - your support and 
patience mean everything.
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Alana Lopez

WhatsApp-Based Group Intervention for Adolescent Mothers in the 
Dominican Republic: Experiences of Social Support and the Role of 
Engagement

Chair: Keshet Ronen / Committee: Jennifer Unger, Mina Halpern

I would like to especially thank both of my academic advisors, Keshet 
Ronen and Virginia Gonzales for their constant support, kindness, and 
encouragement. Also, thank you to my family, friends, and partner for always 
being there with love and for eating my stress-related baked goods. ¡Si se 
pudo!

Katie Madson

Community Engagement In The Ebola Response Through The Social 
Mobilization Action Consortium: A Mixed Methods Analysis

Chair: Benjamin Althouse / Committee: Karin Huster

Thank you to my family and friends for their unending support and 
encouragement! And to all those who supported my concurrent work and 
academic schedule, which provided me invaluable experiences applying 
lessons from one to the other.  

Jerusha Mogaka

Prevalence And Predictors Of Hypertension Stratified By HIV Status, 
Western Kenya

Chair: Carey Farquhar / Committee: Stephanie Page, Tecla Temu, Monisha 
Sharma

I would like to especially thank my mentors, committee and the CVD study 
team for taking the time to support and motivate me. Also a special thanks to 
my best friend & husband, my family in Seattle and Kenya who have been my 
pillars of support and inspiration.
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Nina Nganga

Investigating Potential Strategies to Improve Access 
to Antenatal Care in Western Kenya

Chair: Melissa Mugambi / Committee: Kenneth Mugwanya

I would like to thank my faculty advisor Melissa Mugambi for mentoring 
me through my thesis. Also special thanks to my family and friends and the 
Women of Color crew for all your support and guidance. Asanteni sana.

Diem Nguyen, MA, PhD

Making Sense of Fractured Lives: The Intersection of Migration, Culture, 
and Mental Health Among Vietnamese Americans

Chair: Deepa Rao / Committee: Pamela Collins

I am grateful to have been a part of this journey. A special thank you to my 
thesis chair, Deepa Rao for her support, patience, and guidance throughout 
this process. I would like to thank my committee member, Pamela Collins, for 
her guidance. And a thank you to my peers and the staff of DGH for all of 
their amazing support. I am also very grateful for my family, Genji and Dylan - 
thank you for putting up with me during this crazy journey!

Victor Ocholla Omollo, MBchB

Expedited Partner Treatment and Partner HIV Self-testing for Chlamydia 
Trachomatis and Neisseria Gonorrhoeae Among Kenyan Adolescent Girls 
and Young Women

Chair: Jared Baeten / Committee: Elizabeth Anne Bukusi

I would like to especially thank Prof. Jared Baeten and  Prof. Elizabeth Anne 
Bukusi for being supportive thesis advisors. Thank you for taking the time to 
guide and encourage me. 
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Stephen Pope, MPA

Primary Health Care Management Effectiveness as a Driver of Family 
Planning Service Readiness: A Cross-sectional Survey in Central 
Mozambique

Chair: Kenneth Sherr / Committee: Leigh Anderson

A world of thanks to my thesis committee and Health Alliance International 
for your time, support, and the opportunity to work together. I would 
like to especially thank Orvalho Augusto for his wisdom, patience, and 
encouragement throughout our work together. Thank you to DGH family for 
the opportunity to participate and learn from such an incredible program.

Anne Pulei, MBChB, MSc, MMed

Developing a Risk-Score for Predicting Sexually Transmitted Infections in 
Kenyan Women at Risk of Acquiring HIV Infection While Trying to Conceive

Chair: R.Scott McClelland / Committee: John Kinuthia, Erica Lokken

I am grateful to my thesis chair Scott McClelland for his surpassing guidance. 
I appreciate my mentors Erica Lokken & John Kinuthia for their support. My 
Mama Lois, Simba, Mama- Melissa, Lengete, Nampa, Sampao, Koku, Mandela, 
Breakfast Club, Sara, Ellwood, Felice, Thalia and Masyuko, I appreciate you! 
Francis Pulei, Ashe!

Jennifer Ricaldi-Camahuali, DDS

Evaluation of Oral Health Government Policies Framework In Latin 
America

I would like to dedicate this achievement to my Family, their support, love and 
example encourage me to follow my dreams; my special gratitude is to Rafael 
who walked with me this path and has been my motivation everyday. Thank 
you to my parents, Nancy and Javier, my husband Daniel, Jessica and Mark for 
always being there to support. Thank you to classmates and friends in Seattle, 
for making this city a warm new home for my family.
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Zoe Rogers

HIV Risk Perception, Behavior, and Relationships: Implications For 
Decisions to Initiate PrEP Among Adolescent Girls and Young Women in 
Western Kenya

Chair: Grace John-Stewart/ Committee: Kristin Beima-Sofie, Jillian Pintye

Michelle Shin, RN, MSN

The Impact of a Comic Book Intervention on Increasing East African-
American Adolescents’ HPV Vaccine-related Knowledge, Attitudes and 
Intentions to Receive Vaccine

Chair: Rachel Winer / Committee: Linda Ko, Barbra Richardson

I’d like to thank my MPH committee for their support and flexibility; John, 
Chuck, and CSSS lab for helping me with analysis; my PhD committee and 
friends at UW who encouraged me from application to finishing; and Paul, 
Althea, and Bear without whom this would not have been possible.

Lorenzo Tolentino

Implications of Method at First Use and Unwanted Pregnancy on 
Contraceptive Use in Northwest Ethiopia: A Descriptive Study

Chair: Brandon Guthrie / Committee: Alison Drake

Thank you Brandon Guthrie for guiding me on thesis work, to Donna Denno for 
being a mentor, to all my other professors for providing an excellent learning 
environment, to SCOPE for a rich practicum, to my colleagues for being great 
learning companions, and to friends and family near and far for support!

Lisa Wiggins

“I could miss lessons,” Facilitators and Barriers to ART and Clinic 
Adherence in School Going Kenyan Adolescents

Chair: Gabrielle O’Malley / Committee: Kristin Beima-Sofie, Anjuli Wagner

I would like to thank my whole committee for their guidance and support 
during this unusual time. I would also like to thank my cohort members, I have 
loved sharing this experience with you all.
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Briana M. Williams

Global Interventions for Children with Comorbid Diarrhea and Acute 
Malnutrition: a Systematic Review

Chair: Patricia Pavlinac / Committee: Donna Denno, Joseph Zunt

I’d like to thank my mom for always supporting me in everything I do, my 
sister for always sending me love, and my dad for giving me a reason to push 
through. I would like to thank my thesis chair and committee for all of their 
tireless effort to help me finish this project. I’d also like to thank the faculty 
and staff of the Department of Global Health for supporting, helping, and 
giving me amazing opportunities during my time here.

Rachel Wittenauer

Usability and Acceptability of Electronic Immunization Registry (EIR) Data-
entry Workflows from the Healthcare Worker Perspective in Siaya, Kenya

Chair: Nancy Puttkammer / Committee: Peter Rabinowitz

I would like to thank my thesis committee and advisors for their 
encouragement, and my cohort, who has been the most important source of 
growth and passion for me these past two years. Special thanks to my loved 
ones around the country for their endless support!

LEADERSHIP, POLICY, AND  
MANAGEMENT TRACK 
Haris Apriyanto

Involving Men in Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) Practices and 
Decision Making: A Formative Community Assessment in Ainaro and 
Lautem Municipality, Timor-Leste

Chair: James Pfeiffer / Committee: Susan Thompson, Mary Anne Mercer

They say “you have to make the most of it”, and I did. I had an amazing two-
years living and studying in Seattle. Thanks to family, my buddies, and DGH 
staff and faculty members. I am forever grateful to have an opportunity to 
meet many brilliant and kind people. 
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Katharine Fox

Addressing Gender Equity in International Health Workforce Migration 
Policy & Practices

Chair: Amy Hagopian / Committee: Julia Robinson, Jeff Lane

I would like to thank Todd Faubion for being such a supportive supervisor 
and Amy Hagopian for her guidance through my thesis. Special thanks to my 
parents, Carson, Kaytlynn, and Sarah for a lifetime of encouragement and 
support. Cheers to Kim and Briana for being my rocks in Seattle!

Rebecca Namara

Evaluation of Local Government Policy Frameworks for Stunting 
Reduction in Uganda

Chair: Jeff Lane / Committee: Steve Gloyd

I would like to express my utmost gratitude to Jeff Lane and Steve Gloyd, my 
thesis advisors for their relentless support and guidance towards completion 
of my thesis. Special thanks to my family back home in Uganda for the calls 
that gave me the courage to not give up! My friends here in Seattle and beyond, 
I could never have asked for better friends than all of you. I am forever 
grateful for your love and support. 

Obiora Okoye, MD

Impact of Inclusive Policies on Health and Clinical Outcomes of Non-
citizen Migrants

Chair: Aaron Katz / Committee: Omar Martinez, Jeff Lane and Kenneth 
Sherr

Thank you so much Aaron, Jeff and Omar for the support! Kenneth Sherr, I 
love the fact that you defined our project as monumental! Let ’s all continue 
to work together to address the power imbalances, especially deep rooted 
structural racism/violence that perpetuates inequities. Big thanks to all the 
DGH staff, my family and friends that made everything possible!
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Paige Stringer, MA

A Qualitative Analysis of Early Identification and Early Intervention 
Services for Families of Newborns and Children with Hearing Loss in 
Mongolia

Chair: Deepa Rao / Committee: Gabrielle O’Malley

Thank you to the entire DGH faculty and staff for a wonderful academic 
experience and to my cohort for inspiring me with your passion and 
commitment. Special appreciation to Steve Gloyd and Deepa Rao. Family, 
friends, and work colleagues, I am filled with gratitude for your steadfast love 
and support.

Polly Woodbury, MSW

Bricked In: Occupational Health and Safety Concerns of Cambodian Brick 
Kiln Workers

Chair: Noah Seixas / Committee: Stella Gran-O’Donnell

I am grateful for all my friends and family from around the world— from 
Tacoma to Cambodia, from the School of Social Work to the Dept. of Global 
Health. Thank you for keeping me grounded while letting my spirit soar.   
អរគណុច្រើន
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PEACE CORPS MASTER’S INTERNATIONAL 
(PCMI) TRACK 
Katherine L. Shulock

Policy Makers’ Perspectives on Optimizing the Transition from Pediatric to 
Adult Care among HIV-infected Adolescents in Kenya

Chair: Gabrielle O’Malley / Committee: Kristin Beima-Sofie

I would like to thank Haris Apriyanto, my co-coder, for his valuable insight in 
the development of this project. I am in gratitude to my committee: Kristin 
Beima-Sofie, for her expertise on adolescent transition in Kenya, and Gabrielle 
O’Malley, for years of invaluable support and guidance learning qualitative 
research methods. I would also like to thank Julie Brunett and Steve Gloyd 
for their support while I served in the Peace Corps in Botswana, and for their 
assistance to finish my degree here in Seattle.

HEALTH METRICS AND EVALUATION TRACK 
Kareha Agesa

Machine Learning for Injuries Cause of Death Assignment: A New 
Method for the Global Burden of Disease Study

Chair: Mohsen Naghavi / Committee: Abraham Flaxman

I would like to thank Mohsen Naghavi and Abie Flaxman for all of their 
guidance as a part of my thesis committee, along with the IHME Causes of 
Death team, my fellow PBFs, and my family!

Kate Causey

Thesis in Progress

I would like to thank Sarah Dillard, Dr. Emmanuela Gakidou, and the Institute 
for Health Metrics and Evaluation for advocating for the Post Bachelor 
Fellowship (PBF) program; my roommate Kelsey for her constant encouragement 

and support; and the Class of 2017 PBFs.
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Michael Cork

Mapping HIV Mortality in six Latin American Countries

Chair: Laura Dwyer-Lindgren / Committee: Simon Hay 

Thank you Laura Dwyer-Lindgren for your time, support, and mentorship over 
the past three years, you inspire me to continue working in public health. Also 
special thanks to my partner Emlyn, my (pseudo-best) friends, and my family. 

Kai Fukutaki

Modeling the Impact of Geographic Targeting 
of Rotavirus Vaccination in India

Chair: Elizabeth Cromwell / Committee: Emily 
Goren, Jonathan Mosser, Stein Emil Vollset

Thanks to the professors and TAs who really put in the time to make sure 
everyone understands the concepts. Thanks to everyone who has positively 
impacted my life, from family and friends to strangers I never see again.

William Gardner

Global, Regional, and National Estimates of Complete Coverage of 
Maternal Obstetric Care Interventions

Chair: Nicholas Kassebaum / Committee: Maegan Dirac

Thank you to Nick Kassebaum for being an incredible mentor and supervisor 
in my research and work; Mae Dirac for her insight and guidance as part of 
my thesis committee; and my fellow cohort-mates and the MNCH team at 
IHME from whom I have been fortunate to learn every day.

Kevin Ikuta, MD

From Associated to Attributable Burden of Sepsis

Chair: Mohsen Naghavi / Committee: Rafael Lozano

I would like to thank my mentors at IHME and the Division of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases for their guidance and support.
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Alexander Kaldjian, MS

Thesis in Progress

A shout out to all the graduating PBFs, many thanks to Joe Dieleman for his 
mentoring and guidance over the past 3 years, and eternal gratitude to my 
parents for their support of my meandering academic endeavors.

Kathryn Mei-Ming Lau

Thesis in Progress

Chair: Nick Kassebaum

Thank you to my health metrics cohort for being an incredible support group 
from Day 1 of getting lost in the Health Sciences Building to constantly 
inspiring me with your insight, thoughtfulness, and drive. I miss you all 
already!

Jorge Ledesma

Interferon gamma release assay levels and risk of progression to active 
tuberculosis: a systematic review and meta-analysis

Chair: Hmwe Kyu / Committee: Jennifer Ross, Peng Zheng

I would like to extend a special thank you to my mentor Hmwe Kyu who has 
been incredibly supportive and helpful during my time at UW. I’ve become the 
researcher that I am today due to her guidance.

Vanessa Yi-Tao Li

Prevalence and Correlates of Cytomegalovirus Viremia in Kenyan Children 
at Hospital Discharge

Chair: Jennifer Slyker/ Committee: Patricia Pavlinac, Judd Walson

I never imagined Seattle would feel like home for me, but it has. Thank 
you to everyone who invited me into their hearts, and pushed me to grow 
professionally, academically, and personally. To my mentors, family, & friends, 
I am grateful for your many efforts and for believing in me. Congratulations 
all!
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Sarah Pickersgill

The Effect of Blood Pressure Reduction Interventions on Cardiovascular 
Morbidity and Mortality: A Modeling Study

Chair: David Watkins / Committee: Nicholas L. Smith

Nicholas Roberts

Quantifying the mortality, health outcomes, and disability due to 
snakebite envenoming in India

Chair: David Pigott / Committee: Theo Vos

Thank you to the many people that have supported me the last three years, 
with a special shoutout to my fellow PBFs and my brother.

Lauren Woyczynski

Thesis in Progress

Many thanks to my colleagues at IHME and especially to my mentors, 
Emmanuela Gakidou and Aaron Osgood-Zimmerman, and all those who have 
supported the PBF program. I am also grateful to my cohort-mates and my 
family for the generous support and encouragement throughout this program.

Jamal Yearwood

Assessing Demand, Access, and Quality: An Analysis Of The Ethiopian 
Health System

Chair: Rafael Lozano / Committee: Angela Micah

There are many people to give my thanks to. Rafael Lozano for his mentorship 
and guidance at IHME. Sarah Dillard and Bernardo Hernandez for helping 
secure an incredible practicum experience. My cohort for all the memories 
made. And my family for their support and encouragement!
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Hunter Wade York

Race/Ethnicity and Geographic Disparities in Learning-Adjusted Years of 
Schooling in the United States, 2009-2017

Chair: Emmanuela Gakidou / Committee: Laura Dwyer-Lindgren

Thanks Emm for being a wonderful mentor for the past three years and to 
Laura for helping me recenter my work on the US. Thanks to my grandmothers 
and mom for encouraging me to pursue my education and to all the PBFs for 
making my time in Seattle amazing.



28

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 
PATHOBIOLOGY

Hadega Aamer, MSc, PhD

Mechanisms for HIV Persistence during Effective Therapy

Chair: Lisa Frenkel / Committee: Debbie Nickerson, Gael Kurath, Martin 
Prlic, Michael Emerman

I am very thankful for my supportive mentor, Lisa Frenkel, and all my 
committee members for the wisdom they instilled in me. Thank you to 
everyone in the Dept. of Global Health for helping me throughout my journey 
and making my time at UW incredibly memorable. Finally, a major thank you 
to my amazing family and my dear friends Raabya and Kate for encouraging 
me through thick and thin.

Blair Armistead, MPH, PhD

Elucidation of Group B Streptococcus Hemolytic Pigment and 
Hyaluronidase during Infection

Chair: Lakshmi Rajagopal / Committee: Jairam Lingappa, Chetan Seshadri, 
Mark Orr, Joseph Mougous, Joshua Woodward

Thank you to my mentor, Lakshmi Rajagopal, who encouraged me to be 
curious, stick with it, aim high, and celebrate the victories.  And thank you to 
my parents, Will and Julie, my brother, Chas, my sister-in-law, Katie, and my 
partner, Emily, for your constant love and support.

Kristine Dye

Elucidating Mechanisms of Transformation by Merkel Cell Polyomavirus 
Tumor Antigens

Chair: Denise Galloway / Committee: Jaisri Lingappa, Paul Nghiem, Gael 
Kurath, Nina Salama

I would like to thank my mentor Denise for her example and unwavering 
support. I would also like to thank my committee for their expertise and 
direction. Last, but not least, I would also like to thank all of my family and 
friends for their loving support.
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Jiho Kim, MPH

Development and Optimization of Adenoviral Junction-Opener Protein, an 
Anti-solid Tumor Co-therapeutic

Chair: Darrick Carter / Committee: Andre Lieber, Paul Lampe, Roland 
Strong, Steven Reed

Many thanks to my advisor Darrick Carter and my committee. This would 
never have been possible without the support of my family and friends, 
near and far. My hope is that we as graduates will continue to contribute to 
improving health and preventing tragedies such as COVID-19 from happening 
again.

K. Rachael Parks

Eliciting VRC01-class Antibodies against HIV-1 through Immunization

Chair: Leonidas Stamatatos/Committee: M. Juliana McElrath, Justin Taylor, 
Rhea Coler, Jesse Bloom

Thanks to my mentor, Leo; family and friends for all your support. I couldn’t 
have done this without all of you. 

Taylor Stepien

Mechanisms of Salmonella Typhi Persistence

Chair: Ferric Fang / Committee: Lakshmi Rajagopal, Nina Salama, David 
Sherman, Kelly Smith

Thank you to my advisor Ferric Fang for his guidance and support, to other 
mentors who gave generously of their time and expertise, to the Pathobiology 
Program for being an engaging community, and to my friends and family for 
their loving encouragement, especially my parents and my husband Andrew. 
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IMPLEMENTATION SCIENCE

Sarah Masyuko, MBChB, MPH

Cardiovascular Disease Among HIV-infected And Uninfected Kenyan 
Adults

Chair: Carey Farquhar / Committee: Stephanie Page, Carol Levin, James 
Hughes

I am extremely grateful to God for his grace through the years. Thank you to 
my mentors for supporting me through this. I especially want to thank my 
family and friends both in Kenya and in Seattle for walking this journey with 
me. Special thanks to my daughter Esther. 

METRICS

William Msemburi, MPhil

A Subnational Analysis Of Burden Of Disease In South Africa: Mortality 
Levels, Causes Of Death And Their Forecasts

Chair: Eric Vos / Committee: Laura Dwyer-Lindgren, Aleksandr Aravkin, 
Debbie Bradshaw, Suzanne Withers

I would like to thank my advisor, Theo Vos for all the generous support 
and wisdom. Thank you to my reading committee of Laura, Sasha, Debbie, 
and Suzanne for the advice. Thank you to all my friends and family for the 
encouragement through the journey. Thank you all. 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 
GLOBAL HEALTH METRICS & 
IMPLEMENTATION SCIENCE 
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Matthew T Schneider, MPH

Estimating primary health care expenditures and relationship with 
outcomes for low- and middle-income countries

Chair: Joseph Dieleman / Committee: Bianca Frogner, Stephen Gloyd, 
Stephen Lim, Rafael Lozano

I would like to thank Joseph Dieleman and Emmanuela Gakidou for all 
their support both academically and personally. A huge thanks to Amanda 
Schneider for all her love and for always being there when I needed. Thank you 
to my family, professors, and fellow students.
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FUTURE PLANS
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STAY IN  TOUCH VIA DGH’S 
ALUMNI PLATFORM

https://alumni.globalhealth.washington.edu/

https://alumni.globalhealth.washington.edu/
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”

“The beauty of anti-racism is that you 
don’t have to pretend to be free of 
racism to be an anti-racist. Anti-racism 
is the commitment to fight racism 
wherever you find it, including in 
yourself. And it’s the only way forward.”

Ijeoma Oluo
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HEALTH    FOR ALL
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HEALTH    FOR ALL
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OUR VISION
To achieve sustainable, quality health globally.

OUR MISSION
To improve health for all through research, education, training, 
and service; to understand and address the causes of disease 
and health inequities at multiple levels; and to collaborate 
with partners to develop and sustain locally-led, quality health 
systems, programs and policies.


